
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 

 

District 7 report  

By Commander Marti Bigbie  

 

Ten out of 16 Posts have reached their 100 percent 

of total membership. Six Posts are close and have 

until 6-30-17 to reach the 100 percent. I have 

given/sent the posts who have achieved the 100 

percent pins that I received from Department Alex 

Aerts, Vice Commander and Membership. The recent 

District 7 Convention held April 22, 2017 here in St 

George was informative and I will be getting minutes 

out soon. The 98th annual convention – The American Legion -Department of Utah is going to be held June 

23-25 in Ogden. Need to get reservations in if planning on attending this convention.  

 

Memorial Day programs on May 29 

 8 am: Post 142 at Veterans Memorial Park at SunRiver 

 8 am: Post 100 at Hurricane Cemetery with pancake breakfast to follow at Post 100 building 

 9 am: Post 711 Ivins Cemetery – Speaker Mayor Hart of Ivins 

 10 am: Post 912 Washington Veterans Park 

 10:30 am: Post 90 St George Cemetery – Speaker Congressman Chris Stewart 
 

 

POST MEETING / POTLUCK 

Our next meeting/potluck is May 24 at 6 p.m. at 

the American Legion hall. Chicken will be the main 

dish and will be provided. Please supplement this 

feast with the following items. 

 

Here are the food assignments:  

A-G: Desserts              H-M: Vegetables   

N-S: Salads                  T-Z: Bread, rolls and butter 
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Upcoming Events 

 May 20: American Legion Riders BBQ at Zion Harley Davidson 

 May 20: Wings and Wheels, an airplane and car show at the St. George Airport, 10 am-3 pm 

 May 20: Hepatitis C screening at the Elks Lodge,    

 May 24: Post 90 General Meeting and Potluck at Legion Hall, 6 p.m. 

 May 27: Poppies -need help with collecting donations at several locations 

 May 31: Dedication of Memorial Park at SUVH (time to follow) 

 June 5-10: Girls State at Weber State 

 June 9-10: ESTATE/Yard/Garage sale AT Marti's house 617 W 100 S, Hurricane. Donations welcomed. 
Will help Veterans and Shipping boxes to soldiers overseas 

 June 11-16: Boys State at Weber State 

 June 14-18: FIELD OF FLAGS, Plot near Zion HarleyDavidson MORE INFO available soon 

 June 21-24: American Legion Baseball Invitational Tournament, St George Summer Classic 

 June 23-25: Department of Utah Convention, Ogden 

 July 4: Post 142 Post Colors at Sun River 

 July 8: American Legion of Washington County (all Posts) Post 90 Legion Hall 4-5pm 

 July 15: DEC meeting (Department) 

 July 22-28: American Legion Baseball State Tournament 

 Aug. 11-18: American Legion Rider Legacy Ft Dodge, KS to Reno, Nevada 

 Aug. 18-24: National American Legion Convention, Reno, Nevada 

 Aug. 25-26: Military Case Lot Sale, St George 

 Sept. 16: American Legion Day, Washington City Park 
 

 

Post 90 report 

By Commander Marti Bigbie 

DID YOU SEE the new FLAG Disposal box. Isn’t a 

beauty!! Thanks to Foster Johnson, Ed and 

Elizabeth Jones the made the box from scratch. 

With a new battery and a few minor adjustments 

we were able to save the speaker without the 

expense of purchasing a new one. Thanks also to 

Pam and John Palermo for offering the use of one 

of their systems if unable to fix current speaker. At 

April 26 General/Dinner Meeting where the dinner 

was a Mexican Cook Off. The judges for the 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

evening were David Cordero, Hollie Reina, Kyler Brower and Errick Donaldson (who put safety strips on 

both of the steps and a door stop on the door instead of the rock). The people’s choice was won by 

Dixie Johansen who also won 1st place, 3rd place was won by Harvey Hefley and 2nd by John Palermo. 

Great job everyone and the food was excellent. Our guests for the evening in addition to the judges 

were Heather and Taylor Donaldson (Taylor also helped with the raffle) and Jerry and Judy Goresigner 

from Post 142. 

The Ritual Team under the direction of Foster Johnson have done 2 Flag Disposal/Retirement 

Ceremonies for the Boy/Cub Scouts. And many funerals for our fellow veterans. 

Post 90 received a grant to 

purchase the book: The 

Declaration of Independence and 

the Constitution of the United 

Sates of America. A total of 212 

books were given to Boy/Cub 

scouts with 6097 given to schools 

for 4th and 5th grades, Dixie High 

School, Dixie Montessori and 

Tuacahn High School. 

For the May General/Dinner Meeting, May 24th, at 6 p.m. the main menu is chicken. Plan on bringing 

items that will go with chicken: A-G DESERT H-M VEGETABLES N-S SALADS T-Z BREAD/BUTTER. Area 4 

Commander Dennis Wagner will be doing the Installations of Executive Officers/Board members and 

Sherry Wagner will do the same for the Auxiliary. The Legionnaire of the Year, Citizen of the Year, 

Certificates of Commendation to St George Police Department, St George Fire Department, Washington 

County Sheriff Department and Search and Rescue Department and Sponsor of the Year will also be 

given out that evening. 

Unit 90 American Legion Auxiliary presented Certificate of Appreciation with monetary awards to: 

1st place - Jacob Aloi Tuacahn HS, 2nd place Abby Jones Dixie Montessori Academy, 3rd Brigham Jensen 

Dixie Montessori Academy and Alaina Groke Dixie Montessori Academy. 

For the Poppy Contest Certificate of Appreciation with monetary awards going to 1st place Eliza Dick, 2nd 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

Place Asher Hurdman, 3rd Lear Haynes all of Dixie Montessori Academy. Dixie Montessori Academy was 

also given a Certificate of Appreciation for their continued support of the American Legion Post 90 and 

American Legion Unit 90 on all of our local veterans projects. 

Utah Honor Flight takes 1,000th veteran 

By David Cordero, Post 90 Gazette Editor 

From the red rocks of St. George to the hallowed memorials of our nation’s capital, 20 Southern Utah 

military veterans – the majority having served during the Korean War – were part of the April 27-29 Utah 

Honor Flight trip, which helped the program surpass the milestone of 1,000 veterans honored since the 

organization’s inception in October 2013. 

  

“To take our 1,000th veteran to Washington D.C. is a huge deal and speaks volumes about the support we 

have received from the community,” said UHF Chairman Mike Turner. “We have come a long way from our 

first trip, which was put together at the last minute and pretty helter-skelter. What sticks in my mind from that 

first trip was just how much those veterans appreciated it. Since then we have dedicated ourselves to 

perpetuating our mission of taking as many veterans as possible to see their memorials.” 

  

On Saturday April 29, the St. George group returned to Utah for a welcome-home ceremony at 

approximately at the Dixie Center. Despite the late hour of arrival – approximately 11:20 p.m., nearly 2 ½ 

hours late due to air-travel delays – several veterans service organizations remained at the Dixie Center to 

usher our veterans home. Included were American Legion Post 90, the Marine Corps League, Disabled 

American Veterans and the Patriot Guard Riders.   

  



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

Utah Honor Flight is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that takes veterans to Washington D.C. to see their 

memorials. The trip includes a lengthy stop at the National Mall, where the veterans will participate in a 

wreath-laying ceremony at the National World War II Memorial, followed by stops at the Korean War 

Memorial and the Vietnam Memorial. There will also be excursions to visit other sites of interest, including 

the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial, the Air Force Memorial and Arlington National Cemetery. 

  

“We find that the veterans we bring with us to the memorials 

leave Utah as old men and women and return as young men 

and women,” Turner said. “These flights are how, in a small 

way, we can show our gratitude. We need to honor them while 

we still can.” 

 

(Post 90 member and World War II veteran George “Bill” 

Hoover, left, was a part of this trip, accompanied by his son. 

They went with the Salt Lake group) 

  

The Korean War has been called the “Forgotten War.” Fought 

between 1950 and 1953, the United States of America supplied 

the bulk of the weapons and personnel that comprised the 

United Nations forces that came to the aid of South Korea when 

North Korea invaded in 1950. Battles of Inchon, Imjin River and the Chosin Reservoir – where the 

temperature plunged to as low as 35 degrees below zero – still reverberate among the veterans who served 

there. 

  

The youngest of the Korean War veterans are in their 80s now. The youngest WWII veterans are in their late 

80s and early 90s. 

  

The expenses for the veterans are funded solely through donations from individuals and companies. Those 

interested in contributing to Utah Honor Flight can send donations to Utah Honor Flight, P.O. Box 42, 

Richfield, UT 84701 or call 435-272-0254. 

  

For more information go to www.utahhonorflight.org or find Utah Honor Flight on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/utahhonorflight. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/utahhonorflight


 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

A video an article of the trip was written by Cody Blowers of St. George News. Her piece can be found here: 

https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2017/04/30/cgb-veterans-return-home-after-journey-of-a-

lifetime/#.WRvVGGjyuUk 

 

A veteran’s thoughts 

By Ski Ingram, Post 90 Gazette Editor Emeritus      

 

When I was a small boy my parents would take the family to the Riverside (California) Memorial Cemetery 

almost every Memorial Day, or Decoration Day as it was called then. We went to decorate my sister’s grave. 

It wasn’t until years later, after I had been drafted, that I learned the real reason that America celebrates 

Memorial Day. Like many others I didn’t understand the purpose for the holiday, which is to remember those 

brave souls who gave their full measure for their country. 

 

During my time in the Army I met many men who would not hesitate to risk their life for others. They did not 

want to die, but that was the risk they were willing to face. How many of you would do the same? My guess 

is not many, which is proved by how few sign up to serve. 

 

Fortunately for America there are some great men and 

women who willingly risk all they have for others. They 

volunteer to do what others are unable or unwilling to do, 

preserve America’s freedoms for us all. The notable thing is, 

there have been more than 1.2 million men and women, 

since 1776, who made the ultimate sacrifice for us. Is there 

any doubt in your mind why we are honoring those who died 

in our service on this day? 

 

During my year in Viet Nam I served with some wonderful 

men, men who were brave enough to jump out of airplanes 

and brave enough to walk into a jungle with only four or five other guys and seek out the enemy, an enemy 

who did not want them to be there. 

 

I lost nine members of my unit during that year. Their names, ages, date of death and where they can be 

found on the Viet Nam Memorial Wall are listed below. These were all good men who did not want to die in a 

foreign land 10,000 miles from home. Like you they wanted to go home to their families. They wanted to get 

https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2017/04/30/cgb-veterans-return-home-after-journey-of-a-lifetime/#.WRvVGGjyuUk
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2017/04/30/cgb-veterans-return-home-after-journey-of-a-lifetime/#.WRvVGGjyuUk


 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

married, have children and a career, grow old and retire to enjoy the rest of their life, as you and I are doing 

now. 

 

 Sgt. James W. Dickey Age 20 Oct. 21, 1970 Panel W6 Line 14 

 SSG Joseph P. Curtis Age 25 Dec. 17, 1970 Panel W6 Line 126 

 Sgt. Franc J. Ramm Age 32 Dec. 17, 1970 Panel W6 Line 127 

 Pvt. Luis A. Quenonez-Rodiques Age 22 Feb. 25, 1971 Panel W4 Line 6 

 Corp. Bernardo R. Alvarez Age 20 April 24, 1971 Panel W3 Line 6 

 SSG Santo Borja Age 30 April 28, 1971 Panel W3 Line 15 

 SSG Lawrence R. Peel Age 19 April 28, 1971 Panel W3 Line 16 

 Corp. Joseph S. Sweeney Age 21 May 29, 1971 Panel W3 Line 58 

 SP4 Joseph D. Hayes Age 21 June 13, 1971 Panel W3 Line 74 

 PFC Ernest D. Hart Jr. Age 26 June 17, 1971 Panel W3 Line 79 

 

It’s difficult to find men and women like these today, men and women who understand that some things in 

life are more important than one’s self. I read too much in the news about “snowflakes,” people who get 

offended by the slightest thing. I read about colleges and universities trying to ban the America flag from 

their campuses because they find it divisive. They call America a fascist nation while they do whatever they 

can to shut down freedom of assembly and freedom of speech. They denigrate America while protecting 

those who are working very hard to destroy it. These are not the men and women who volunteer to go to 

war. They do nothing to preserve our freedoms. They are takers, not givers. 

 

Our freedoms are under attack. Patriotism is under attack. I am worried about the precious freedoms we 

enjoy. As Ronald Reagan put it “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't 

pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the 

same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children's children what it was 

once like in the United States where men were free.” 

 

These are difficult times for sure, but America has faced these difficult times in the past. Our history includes 

the bleak days during the Revolution when all seemed as if it was doomed to fail, the Civil War when we 

were fighting each other, and the beginning of World War II, with the attack on Pearl Harbor. We survived 

then and we will survive again. When the country is in peril it has always been the military who the country 

has turned to in order to make things right again. It’s men and women who are willing to fight and die for an 

ideal that has made America great and has kept it the greatest nation on earth for more than 241 years. 

 

Lester Keate Post 90 of the American Legion will be honoring these men and women on Memorial Day May 

29th in the St. George cemetery at 10:30 am. As in years past, I will be conducting the service. The guest 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

speaker this year is Congressman Chris Stewart. We will also be entertained by the Color Country Chorus, 

Mikaline Ipson and Brodie Perry. This year a descendent of Lester Keate, our Post’s namesake, will lay a 

wreath at his grave. 

 

I encourage all residents of Washington County to attend and honor all the men and women who have given 

so much for our country. 

 

Ski Ingram is an Army veteran who served in Viet Nam with an Airborne Ranger Company. He is a retired 

Police Officer who believes in the American Ideal. He is a member of American Legion Post 90 who lives in 

Gilbert, Arizona. He can be reached at 435-313-2078 or by email at Ski3770@gmail.com.  

 

Holocaust survivor a marvel at 87, speaks to crowd at 

SunRiver 

By David Cordero 

On April 5 at SunRiver, 87-year-old Ben Lesser recounted acts 

of unspeakable terror committed against him and fellow Jewish 

prisoners of Nazi Germany during World War II. His recollection 

was not tinged with hate or bitterness. It was delivered with 

caution and hope that something so cruel would not happen 

again. 

 

There is a nice column on Lesser’s visit to St. George in the Southern Utah Independent. You can read 

Marianne Mansfield’s article here: http://suindependent.com/hope-amidst-chaos-we-must-never-forget/ 

 

Travel: Hell’s backbone 

By Joe Harris 

The scenic byways of Utah are interesting to say the least.  One, in particular, is the stretch of highway 

between Panguitch and Torrey. It is identified as Utah 12. From Panguitch, along this byway travelers will 

pass by the entrance to Bryce Canyon National Park and eventually stop short of Capitol Reef National 

Park.  Both ends of Utah 12 are spectacular, and so is the drive between them. However, a lesser known 

and traveled road is Route 153.  This is called Hell’s Backbone Road and it’s a thriller of a drive. 

 

Hell’s Backbone Road was constructed by the CCC or Civilian Conservation Corps during the Great 

Depression of the early 1930s. It was built to shorten the drive between the communities of Boulder and 

Escalante during the summer months. This state maintained gravel road crosses all the various regional 

http://suindependent.com/hope-amidst-chaos-we-must-never-forget/


 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

bucolic topographies.  Whether it’s the high desert or the aspen clustered Ponderosa Pine mountain tops, 

this road isn’t for the faint of heart for in the middle of it all is a bridge. 

 

The Hell’s Backbone Bridge spans the precarious rocky ridge that separates Death Hollow drainage on the 

west from Sandy Creek on the east.  Crossing this single lane bridge will take your breath away for it’s an 

800-foot drop.  

  

It took the men of the CCC approximately six weeks to construct the one-lane bridge supported by two huge 

Ponderosa Pines. The original bridge was replaced in the early 1960s and again in 2005.  Today travelers 

can enjoy a steel and concrete connected span between the rocky tops. The Hell’s Backbone Road and 

bridge does not require a high clearance vehicle, but it’s best to use this road in dry driving conditions. 

Warning: Drivers must remain focused when negotiating this road and bridge. 

 

Southern Utah Veterans Home Park dedication set for May 31 

By Tony Moore 

Please join us for a brief Memorial Day Observation and Veterans Memorial Park Dedication on Wednesday 

31 May at 11 a.m. The Veterans Memorial Park is just north of the Veterans Home on the corner of 200 

North and 200 East. Mayor Hart will address the audience as well as representatives from Utah's 

Department of Veterans & Military Affairs. Seating will be provided. 

 

After Action Reports 

By Terry Dunne 

 

 March 30 at the Southern Utah Veterans Home-Ivins the American Legion Honor Guard augmented 

the Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military Funeral Honors for Robert 

Brownlee Hummer a U.S. Army veteran.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing 

Party as well as the Bugler for this Military Honors Ceremony.  Thirteen (13) Legionnaires took part 

in this ceremony. The Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard was commanded by Sgt. Cade 

Mecham who presented the expertly folded Flag to the next of kin. The mortuary of record was 

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah. 

 March 31 at the Hughes Mortuary located at 1037 East 700 South in St. George, Utah, the American 

Legion Honor Guard provided the Military Funeral Honors for Neal Keith Williamson a U.S. Navy 

veteran.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing Party, the Bugler as well as the two 

Flag Folders. The Flag of our country was expertly folded by Don Raymond and by C.J. Iacona both 

members of Sun River American Legion Post 142.  The folded flag was presented to the next of kin 

by C.J. Iacona. Fifteen (15) Legionnaires took part in this Military Honors Ceremony. There were no 

Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard personnel present at this ceremony. The Mortuary of record 

was Hughes Mortuary of St. George, Utah. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 April 8 at Pine View High School Football Stadium the American Legion Honor Guard had the honor 

and privilege of "Presenting the Colors" prior to the semi-pro football game between the St. George 

Zion Lions and the Wasatch Revolution. Two Riflemen and three Flag Carriers made up the Honor 

Guard who marched to the 50-yard line and our Bugler played "To the Colors" over the Press Box 

microphone.  A total of six (6) Legionnaires took part in this event.  The wind was blowing quite hard 

and the flags were somewhat difficult to hold in the proper position. The American Legion detail was 

Commanded by Foster Johnson who also carried the lead rifle and did his usual stellar job.  The 

other Rifleman was C.J. Iacona of Post 142.  The three flag carriers were Commander Marti Bigbie 

of Post 90 who carried the "Stars and Stripes", Terry Dunne of Post 90 carrying the Utah State Flag, 

and Jim Flohr of Post 90 carrying the American Legion Flag. Our Bugler for this event was Ed Jones 

of Post 90. 

 April 8 at the St. George Metcalf Mortuary Chapel the American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Military Funeral Honors for Ronald Robert LaFaye a U.S. Air Force veteran.  The American Legion 

Honor Guard provided the Firing Party, Bugler and the Flag of our Country was expertly folded by 

Don Raymond of American Legion Post 142 and by U.S. Army Specialist 4th. Class Stiles a family 

member on leave from his military installation who also presented the folded flag to the next of kin. 

Fourteen (14) Legionnaires took part in this Military Honors Ceremony. There were no Utah Army 

National Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The Mortuary of record was Metcalf.  

 April 21 at the St. George City Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard augmented the Utah 

Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military Funeral Honors for Daniel Clark Watson Jr. 

a US Army veteran.  The casket was escorted to the burial site by the Patriot Guard Riders of 

Southern Utah who upon arriving at the cemetery stood up a flag line.  The American Legion Honor 

Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler who played Taps for this Military Ceremony. Eleven 

(11) Legionnaires took part in this ceremony. The Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard who 

folded the Casket Flag was commanded by Sgt. Cade Mecham who also presented the folded 

Casket Flag to the next of kin. The Mortuary of record was Spilsbury 

 April 22 at the Presbyterian Church located at 611 North 2450 East in St. George, Utah the 

American Legion Honor Guard provided the Military Funeral Honors for Robert Howard Routh a 

veteran of both the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Air Force.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided 

the Firing Party and the Bugler for this Military Honors Ceremony.  The flag of our country was 

expertly folded by Don Raymond of Sun River American Legion Post 142 and by Ritual Team 

Commander Foster Johnson of American Legion Post 90 who also presented the folded flag to the 

next of kin.  Eleven (11) Legionnaires took part in this Military Honors ceremony. There were no Utah 

Army National Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The Mortuary of record was Metcalf 

Mortuary of St. George, Utah. 

 April 22 at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Military Funeral Honors for Ralph James Eddington a U.S. Air Force veteran.  The American Legion 

Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  Fourteen (14) Legionnaires 

took part in this Military Honors Funeral ceremony.  The Casket Flag was expertly folded by Don 

Raymond and C.J. Iacona, both of Sun River American Legion Post 142. C.J. Iacona presented the 

folded flag to the next of kin. There were no Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard personnel at 

this ceremony. The Mortuary of record was Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 April 24 at 12:55 PM at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard 

provided the Military Funeral Honors for Owen Merrill Barrus a U.S. Navy veteran.  The American 

Legion provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony. Thirteen (13) Legionnaires took 

part in the ceremony. The Casket Flag was expertly folded by Don Raymond of Sun River American 

Legion Post 142 and by C.J. Iacona also from Post 142 who presented the folded flag to the next of 

kin. There were no Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The 

Mortuary of record was Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah. 

 April 28 at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery, the American Legion Honor Guard augmented the 

Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military Funeral Honors for Gary Max Baker a 

U.S. Army veteran.  The casket was escorted to the cemetery by the Patriot Guard Riders of 

Southern Utah who also stood up a Flag Line.  The American Legion provided the Firing Party and 

the Bugler for this ceremony.  The Casket Flag was expertly folded by Utah Army National Guard 

Honor Guard detail members Sgt. Warr and Specialist 4th. Class Kolton Knighten who also 

presented the folded flag to the next of kin. Seventeen (17) Legionnaires took part in this Military 

Honors Ceremony. The Mortuary of record is Pineview Mortuary. 

 April 28 at the Washington City Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard augmented the Utah 

Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military funeral Honors for Melvin Oval Michael a 

U.S. Army veteran.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for 

the ceremony. Fourteen (14) Legionnaires took part in this Military Honors Funeral ceremony. The 

Casket Flag was folded by Sgt. Warr and Specialist 4th. Class Kolton Knighton of the Utah Army 

National Guard Honor Guard.  The folded flag was presented to the next of kin by Specialist 

Knighton. The Mortuary of record was Serenity Mortuary of Southern Utah. 

 April 29 at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Military Funeral Honors for Floyd Ruby Fox a U.S. Air Force veteran.  The American Legion provided 

the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  The Casket Flag was expertly folded by C.J. 

Iacona and by Foster Johnson who also presented the folded flag to the next of kin.  Twelve (12) 

Legionnaires took part in this Military Honors Funeral ceremony. The were no Utah Army National 

Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The Mortuary of record was Metcalf Mortuary of St. 

George, Utah. 

 April 29 at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Military Funeral Honors for Nolan Scott Wilkins a Utah National Guard veteran.  The American 

Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  The Flag of our 

country was expertly folded by C.J. Iacona and Foster Johnson who also presented the folded flag to 

the next of kin.  Ten (10) Legionnaires took part in this ceremony. There were no Utah Army National 

Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The Funeral Director Mr. Morgan Sulz of Affordable 

Funerals and Cremations of Salt Lake City and St. George, Utah related to us that the National 

Guard was notified of this Funeral Service and that the National Guard confirmed they would have an 

Army National Guard Honor Guard detail at this funeral both in writing and by a telephone call. The 

Mortuary of record was Affordable Funerals and Cremations of Salt Lake City and St. George, Utah. 

 April 29 at the St. George Tonaquint Cemetery the American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Military Funeral Honors for Robert W. Everett a veteran of both the U.S. Coast Guard and of the U.S. 

Air Force.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this 

ceremony.  The Casket Flag was expertly folded by C.J. Iacona and by Foster Johnson who also 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

presented the folded flag to the next of kin.  The Casket Flag was incorrectly placed on the casket by 

the Mortuary and this error was immediately noticed and was expertly corrected by C.J. Iacona and 

Foster Johnson in the routine Casket Flag folding process.  The error went unnoticed by those 

watching the folding of the Casket Flag.  Twelve (12) Legionnaires took part in this ceremony. There 

were no Utah Army National Guard personnel at this Military Honors Funeral. The Mortuary of record 

was Serenity Mortuary of Southern Utah. 

 May 5 at the St. George City Cemetery, the American Legion Honor Guard provided the Military 

Funeral Honors for Karl Joseph Hutchings a veteran of the United States Navy.  The American 

Legion Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  The Casket Flag 

was folded by a 2 person detail provided by the United States Navy Honor Guard.  The folded 

Casket Flag was presented to the next of kin by Johnnie Johnson a Legionnaire from Post 90 and a 

personal friend of the family.  The Funeral Procession was escorted from the Church to the St. 

George City Cemetery burial site by a horse and its rider along with a large contingent of the St. 

George Police Department. Fourteen (14) Legionnaires were present and participated in this Military 

Honors Ceremony.  It is of special note that the Firing Party executed their mission well at this 

ceremony. There were no Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard personnel at this ceremony. The 

Mortuary of record was Southern Utah Mortuary. 

 May 6 at the St. George, Utah Tonaquint Cemetery, the American Legion Honor Guard augmented 

the Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military Funeral Honors for Wayne Albert 

Shaw a veteran of the United States Army serving in the 2nd. World War.  The American Legion 

Honor Guard provided the Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  Fourteen (14) Legionnaires 

took part in this Military Honors ceremony including Past American Legion Post 90 Commander Bill 

Haynes who returned to the Honor Guard after a long absence. The Utah Army National Guard 

Honor Guard detail who folded the Casket Flag and presented the folded flag to the next of kin were 

Sgt. Ty DeLambert and Sgt. Dylan Stewart. The mortuary of record was Spilsbury. 

 May 6 at the St. George Utah Tonaquint Cemetery, the American Legion Honor Guard augmented 

the Utah Army National Guard Honor Guard providing the Military Funeral Honors for James Richard 

Turner a 20 year United States Army veteran.  The American Legion Honor Guard provided the 

Firing Party and the Bugler for this ceremony.  Fourteen (14) Legionnaires took part in this Military 

Honors Funeral Ceremony. The Utah Army National Guard detail who folded the Flag of our Country 

and presented the folded flag to the next of kin were Sgt. Ty DeLambert and Sgt. Dylan Stewart. The 

mortuary of record was Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah. 

 

Editor’s column: Good times at the Hangar Dance 

By David Cordero 

Several years ago I flew to Reno to attend the final reunion of a World War II paratrooper regiment. I had 

studied this unit, the 511th Parachute Infantry Regiment, with hopes of someday writing a book (still hope to 

make that a reality). It was wonderful to spend time with all these great veterans who welcomed me with 

open arms to this great gathering, but the part that sticks in my memory most was during the banquet.  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

I sat next to a lady who was working on a book about The Twilight Zone’s Rod Serling – a member of the 

regiment, though long passed on – and she had this bit of insight to offer: “These guys take their dancing 

seriously. Just you watch!” 

 

Watch, I did. Impressed, I was. 

 

This memory rose to the top of my mind Saturday, May 13 during the 5th annual USO-style Hangar Dance at 

the St. George Airport. These WWII veterans can still shake a leg.  

 

Ridge Bemis, who served in the China-Burma-India Theater was tireless. Every time I looked up he was 

dancing with a different lady, including my wife, who was impressed with his moves. Ridge was far from the 

only one. Of the 11 WWII veterans who attended, 8 or 9 of them spent at least some time out on the dance 

floor. In fact our Pam Palermo, who had the privilege to dance with a number of them, later that night said, 

“These World War II veterans are wearing me out!” 

 

The 11 WWII veterans present breaks this dance’s record for the largest turnout of that group of people. I 

would encourage any WWII veteran (and anybody, for that matter!) to attend this event next year. Even if 

you can no longer dance, you can enjoy the atmosphere, the 1940s tunes and as an added bonus, receive a 

kiss on the cheek from the ladies on the Red Rock Swing Dance team.  

 

Submissions 

Please have your submissions for the next Post 90 Gazette into Cordero by June 4. Email them to him at 

dcordero78@hotmail.com. Please consider writing something. I am not looking for the next Richard Paul 

Evans. This doesn’t have to be grand in scope. Just some literature that we can all read and enjoy.  

 

 

 


