
Prepared by Washington County

Below are detailed explanations, including screen shots of the BLM FAQ and draft plans, that illustrate 
Washington County's concerns over the information being disseminated to the public by the Bureau of 
Land Management.

Factual MisstatementsA.

October 28, 2015

California condor and other protected species.  The FAQ states that the BLM does not propose to authorize 
the reintroduction of endangered species and specifically the California condor, but the management 
actions regarding listed species generally and the California condor specifically  on pages 94 and 213 
clearly "authorize the reintroduction" of species. See pages 90, 209 (generally), 94, and 213 (California 
condor).  
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BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

BLM draft plan pages 90 and 94 (see also pages 209 and 213) screenshots.b.

OHV restrictions.  The FAQ states that the draft plan does not close any areas to OHV travel, but OHV 
travel is significantly restricted by eliminating two open ride areas and changing the vast majority of BLM 
managed lands from a "limited to existing roads and trails" OHV designation to a "limited to designated 
roads and trails" designation. This will result in the closure of any road or trail that is not included in the 
BLM travel management plan as a "designated" road or trail.  
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BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

Misleading Frequently Asked Questions Responses 
regarding BLM St. George Field Office's Draft 
Management Plans
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BLM travel management plan as a "designated" road or trail.  

BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

BLM draft plan pages 320 and 321 screenshot.  The first map shows the current OHV designations 
and the second shows the OHV designations for BLM's preferred alternative.  The colors on the maps 
have the following meanings: green is open ride; pink is any existing road or trail is open; light blue is 
only designated roads or trails are open; and dark blue is closed. 
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Northern Corridor Transportation Route.  The FAQ states that the BLM satisfied the requirement in the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (OPLMA) by "identify[ing] 1 or more alternatives for a 
northern transportation route in the County."  However, OPLMA requires the route identification in the  
travel management plan (TMP)--yet to be completed--rather than the resource management plan (RMP) 
currently open for public comment.  The only way for the BLM fulfill the statutory requirement to consider 
a northern transportation route in the TMP is to include a corridor designation allowing such a route in the 
RMP.
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BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

OPLMA Section 1977(b)(2) (as shown in Appendix A of draft plans, page 950).b.

Wilderness Characteristics.  The FAQ states that BLM is required by law to maintain an inventory of lands 
with wilderness characteristics.  However, OPLMA states that a wilderness inventory is no longer required 
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with wilderness characteristics.  However, OPLMA states that a wilderness inventory is no longer required 
in Washington County.  Usually BLM is required to maintain an inventory of lands with wilderness 
characteristics so that Congress can have a chance to determine which lands should be designated as 
wilderness and which lands should be released. (See 43 USC sections 1711 and 1782.)  With the passage of 
OPLMA, Congress made that determination for Washington County and released all of the land that was 
not designated as Wilderness.  

BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

OPLMA Section 1972(c) (as shown in Appendix A of draft plans, page 943).b.

Misleading StatementsB.

Impact of water rights.  The FAQ states that private, municipal, and state water rights will not be impacted 
by the proposed plans.  However, the draft plans propose a fundamental shift away from coordinated efforts  
"to ensure that federal land management actions or practices do not jeopardize drinking water quality," 
(Alternative A.) to--for the first time--pursuing acquisition of water rights from willing sellers; not 
authorizing land uses that would export water from the NCAs to a municipality, and seeking to "obtain 
water rights on all inventoried point water sources (springs, seeps, wells, reservoirs, etc.)." (Alternatives B, 
C, and D. Emphasis added.)  It is misleading to state that management actions to obtain or restrict water 
will not impact other water users in an arid area with limited water.
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BLM FAQ screenshot.a.

BLM draft plan pages 57 and 179.b.
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